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OUT &ABOUT
THIS WEEK
The Active After 50 Group,
the largest producer of expos
for consumers 50-plus years
of age in Northeast Florida, will
produce the first-ever NewsLeader Fernandina Beach
Active After 50 Expo.
If you wish to remain
healthy and active as you
age, you will not want to miss
the News-Leader Active After
50 Expo, a free admission
lifestyle, health and active
aging event, from 10 a.m.2 p.m. today at the Atlantic
Recreation Center, 2500
Atlantic Ave. in Fernandina
Beach.
The News-Leader, Florida’s
oldest continuously published
weekly newspaper, is title
sponsor.
Most vendor opportunities are full, but a few
premium exhibitor booths
remain. For additional vendor
or attendee information, call
904-829-4502 or email Sara@
ActiveAfter50Group.com.
Amelia Island Sunrise
Rotary Club’s Rotaract Club
Service project includes
sponsoring an adoption
event
9-11 a.m.
Saturday at
the Nassau
Humane
Society,
641 Airport
Road in
Fernandina Beach.
There are at least 44 dogs
in need of adoption.
Free donuts will be available.
For information, call 904556-5700.
The Amelia Blues Project
will perform at 7:30 p.m.
Saturday at the Amelia Musical
Playhouse’s Under the Stars
outdoor stage, 1955 Island
Walk Way in Fernandina
Beach.
Doors open at 7 p.m.
Tickets are available at the
door, and there is a suggested
donation of $10.
Bring chairs, snacks and a
favorite drink. Wine and beer
will be available at the venue.

UPCOMING
This year’s Memorial Day
Ceremony is 10:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m. Monday, May 31, at the
downtown Veterans Memorial
Monument at the corner of
Front and Centre streets in
Fernandina Beach.
The event is hosted by the
Vietnam Veterans of America,
Chapter 1088. The event will
include flags, music, speakers, the playing of taps and
conclude with the laying of a
wreath on the Amelia River.

Veterans, military, families and the community are
invited to attend. Veterans are
encouraged to wear service
uniforms.
Some audience seating
is available, but visitors are
encouraged to bring lawn
chairs.
For information, call 904432-7006.
The Amelia Island
Museum of History will
host Tammi Kosack’s
presentation, “Forensic
Deconstruction:
Rediscovering the Soul of a
House,” at noon Wednesday,
June 2.
Kosack recently took on a
major restoration of her home
in Fernandina Beach’s Historic
District. During this Brown Bag
Lunch lecture, she will discuss
her exploration of the local and
cultural history of her home
during the planning phase, the
archeological and architectural adventure that informed
each decision in bringing the
structure back to life and the
surprises discovered along the
way.
Attendance is free and
open to the public, and attendants can bring lunch. Masks
are mandatory. Seating is limited on a first-come, first-served
basis. This program is wheelchair accessible. Watch this
program remotely at twitch.tv/
ameliaislandmuseumhistory.
For information, contact
Summer Bias at 904-2617378, ext. 102, or Summer@
AmeliaMuseum.org.

The Amelia Island
Chamber Music Festival’s
20th season presents a mix of
in-person and virtual concerts.
Tickets are on sale and
available at ameliachambermusic.org, where complete
information about each concert is available. Below is the
remaining scheduled concert:
· Thursday, June 3, Dover
Quartet with Edgar Meyer.
Jazz’n to Save Little NaNa
is a fundraiser series featuring live music, historic tours
and more.
North Florida Land Trust’s
Amelia Forever campaign is
sponsoring three events that
will include jazz music, food,
and historic and naturalist
tours of American Beach.
Visitors will also be updated on
the effort to save Little NaNa
Dune.
Admission is free, but a live
auction will take place where
guests can support Little NaNa
Dunes.
The event is 5-8 p.m. on
three separate dates: Friday,
June 4; Saturday, July 17; and
Thursday, Sept. 16. It will be
held at the American Beach
Community Center, 1600 Julia
St. in Fernandina Beach.
To register to attend, visit
nflt.org/nana.
For information, contact

Brenna Blake at bblake@nflt.
org.

MUSEUM SUPPORT

The Amelia Blues Project
will be the performer during
Sounds on Centre from 6-8
p.m. Friday, June 4.
The Amelia Blues Project
came together in Fernandina
Beach when Alain Le Lait,
Michael Spicer, Jeff Malone
and Dan Chellemi joined
together to sound out their lifelong collective interests in the
blues. The group now plays
at various venues around
Fernandina Beach.
Sounds on Centre is a free
event on the first Friday of
each month from April through
October. It’s located at the
intersection of Second and
Centre streets in downtown
Fernandina Beach.
The Fernandina Beach
Library will host Bird
Watching 101 at 6 p.m.
Thursday, June 10, at the
library, 25 N. Fourth St. in
Fernandina Beach.
The bird-watching lessons
will be taught by Bill George,
president of the Amelia Island
Bird Club. Prior to leading
the bird club, George served
as president of Minnesota
Ornithologists and was on
the board of the Minnesota
Audubon for six years.
The educational session is
sponsored by the Friends of
the Fernandina Beach Library.
For information, call 904530-6500 or visit nassaureads.
com.

Amelia Community
Theatre will present “Men on
Boats” at 8 p.m. June 11-12,
17-19, 24-26 and 2 p.m. June
13 and 20 on the Main Stage
at 207 Cedar St. in Fernandina
Beach.
This rollicking comedy by
Jaclyn Backhaus contains
strong adult language. Female
actors play explorers in 1869
on an expedition that ends up
in the Grand Canyon.
In-person tickets are $25
for adults and $10 for students through college, and
livestream tickets are $15 for
an individual, $30 for a household.
Visit ameliacommunitytheatre.org or call 904-261-6749
for information.
Crescendo Amelia is
hosting a four-night, outdoor concert series at the
Amelia Musical Playhouse,
1955 Island Walk Way in
Fernandina Beach.
Performances and dates
are:
• Through the Decades –
Saturday, June 12
• Patriotic (with a full
18-plus piece jazz orchestra) –
Saturday, July 3.
All shows are 7:30-9:30
p.m. with gates opening at 7
p.m.
Tickets, including season and group passes, are
available online at www.
CrescendoAmelia.com or by
calling 904-878-0037.
The Amelia Community
Theatre Guild will host its
annual luncheon, board
installation and general meeting at 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday, June 15, at Story &

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Rayonier Advance Materials Foundation recently provided a $2,000 grant to the
Amelia Island Museum of History to help support the museum’s oral history projects,
Veterans History and Heritage Keepers. Delivering the check to museum Executive
Director Phyllis Davis, left, is Bradley Bean. If interested in being interviewed for the
oral history project or volunteering for the project, contact Summer Bias at summer@
ameliamuseum.org or 904-261-7378, ext. 102.
Song Bookstore Bistro.
Guild members, their
guests and interested new
members are invited to attend.
The Amelia Community
Theatre Guild supports the
theater through fundraising,
ushering, promotional activities and more. It provides an
opportunity to socialize and
volunteer with other theater
lovers. New members are
welcome.
Contact Cindy Levine at
chlevine57@gmail.com for
information.

shrimping industry.
Attendance is free for
museum members with a
suggested donation of $5
for nonmembers. Masks are
mandatory. Seating is limited
on a first-come, first-served
basis. This program is wheelchair accessible. Watch this
program remotely at twitch.tv/
ameliaislandmuseumhistory.
For information, contact
Summer Bias at 904-2617378, ext. 102, or Summer@
AmeliaMuseum.org.

ONGOING

Amelia Musical
Playhouse will present
“Jekyll and Hyde,” a rock
musical, 5 p.m. Sunday, June
20 and 27, and 7:30 p.m.
Thursday-Saturday, June
17-19 and 24-26 at the playhouse, 1955 Island Walk Way
in Fernandina Beach.
These performances will be
Amelia Musical Playhouse’s
first indoors in more than a
year, and limited, socially-distance seating will be available.
The production is dedicated
to the memory of Barrett King,
who performed many times at
the Amelia Musical Playhouse.
Tickets are $25 for adults
and $15 for students, and
are available online through
904tix.com or through the
playhouse’s box office at 904277-3455.
The Amelia Island
Museum of History will host
Nick Deonas for its June 3rd
on 3rd lecture 6 p.m. Friday,
June 18. In his presentation,
“The History of Boat Building
on Amelia Island,” Deonas
will discuss how boat building
grew with the demands of the

Bingo is back at
American Legion Post 54.
The American Legion is hosting bingo from 6-8 p.m. every
Thursday at the legion headquarters, 626 S. Third St. in
Fernandina Beach. There is
limited seating. Social distancing and masks are required.
Food will be available from
the cantina for patrons to purchase. A regular bingo packet
is $25, and early bird cards are
$1 apiece or six for $5.
For information, contact the
American Legion at 904-2617900.
The Nassau County
Public Library System has
regular operating hours.
Appointments are not necessary to enter the building.
There are some health and
safety precautions that are to
be observed when entering a
library. All customers and staff
members must answer a brief
COVID-19 screening questionnaire, wear a face covering
at all times and stay socially
distanced while in the building.
Some areas are closed, and
some furnishings have been
relocated to guide residents
and allow staff to clean and
sanitize where possible. Some
public computers that are
appropriately distanced are
available.
Hours of operation are:
• Fernandina Beach
Branch: 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Monday and Thursday,
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Tuesday,

Wednesday, Friday and
Saturday.
• Yulee Branch: 8 a.m.5 p.m. Monday-Thursday
(closed 12:30-1 p.m.) and 8
a.m.-noon Friday.
• Callahan Branch: 10 a.m.6 p.m. Monday, WednesdayFriday, noon-8 p.m. Tuesday.
• Hilliard Branch: 10 a.m.6 p.m. Monday-Wednesday,
Friday, noon-8 p.m. Friday.
• Bryceville Branch:
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Tuesday,
Wednesday and Saturday,
noon-8 p.m. Thursday.
Visit the library website at
www.nassaureads.com or call
any library branch (904-5306500) for information.
Friends of the Fernandina
Beach Library is sponsoring
an art exhibit “Just Above
Water: Florida Folk Art”
on display at the Fernandina
Beach Branch Library, 25 N.
Fourth St., through Oct. 30.
This traveling art exhibit
comes to Fernandina Beach
from the Museum of Florida
History in Tallahassee and
includes a varied collection
of objects made from diverse
materials, such as textile,
metal and wood. Most of the
folk artists are self-taught and
have been inspired by their
customs and traditions. All
have been recognized by the
state of Florida with the Florida
Folk Heritage Award and are
residents of Florida.
The Friends of the
Fernandina Beach Library Art
Committee will be looking for
possible loans of folk art to
be displayed with this exhibit.
Contact Christine Meehan
(pcmeehan@comcast.net) or
Bulger (peggy.bulger1949@
gmail.com) if you have a
Florida folk art item of note that
you are willing to loan for display at the Fernandina Beach
Branch Library.
For further details on this
exhibition, as well as membership information and volunteer
opportunities with the Friends
of the Fernandina Beach
Library, visit fernandinaFOL.
org.

St. Marys River access sites now
included on free Swim Guide app
For the News-Leader
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Is it safe to get in the water?
For those who enjoy swimming,
fishing, kayaking and boating
along the beautiful St. Marys
River, the answer is as easy as
“green” for “go” or “red” for
“no” with the free Swim Guide
app.
Developed by Canada’s
Swim Drink Fish, the app for
IOS or Android has information
about more than 8,000 recreational waters in 11 countries
– now including the St. Marys
River.
“We regularly test public
access sites along the river for
contaminants such as E. coli,
which can indicate other harmful pathogens in the water,” St.
Marys Riverkeeper Anna Laws
said. “Using the app, folks can
quickly check before they put
in their boat or start their river
float. It also provides a lot of
other basic information that we
hope river users will take advan-

We’ve
Moved

tage of.”
In addition to water quality data, Swim Guide provides a
map, weather updates and information about the destination –
such as parking, amenities, photos and more. If the water is at a
safe level for swimming, a green
icon is indicated; if not, a red icon
will let you know. Each level is
explained in detail. The app also
has a way users can report problems on the river, such a litter,
debris or wildlife issues.
The St. Marys River is 130
miles long and winds through
four counties in two states,
from the Okefenokee Swamp in
Georgia to the Amelia River in
Florida.
The St. Marys Riverkeeper
is a nonprofit environmental
organization devoted to protecting and enriching the St. Marys
River watershed through water
quality monitoring, education and
advocacy.
Submitted by the St. Marys
Riverkeeper
After 62 years at 511 Ash Street
Florida’s Oldest Weekly Newspaper has moved to

1235 South 10th Street (Corner of 10th and Lime Streets)
904•261•3696 - online at fbnewsleader.com
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